by Vuillemin in 1889 andl that the authors define it as the unrestricted opposition of onc living organism to the life of another. P'art II is concerned wvitli penicillin, and is the largest in the book. The tale of its (liscovery is told with commendable b-evity and accuracy. Considerable space is devoted to the chemistry of the substance and a method used in its synthesis is given. The description of its commercial production and manufacture is goo(d and the illustrations aire apt even if they are familiar.
Part III is dlevote(l to Streptomycin and Tyrotlhricin. The information here available about streptomycin slhould prove valuable to those wvho are responsible for its use in the treattment of infections, as its pharmacology, toxicity, and capacity for producing resistance in micro-organisms previously sensitive to its action are clearly (liscusse(l.
Tyrothricin (foes not occupy muclh space, but w1hile a discussion of its properties is no doubt of great academic interest, the substance is so toxic thlat its use in medicine must be confined to local application.
The monograph concludes wvith a chapter on future pr-oblems. UnfoIrtunately, as the authors state in an appendix, it was published before the adlvent of twNo mor-e important antibiotics, chloromycetin and aureomycin.
The authors have succeeded in their intention to make the infor-maltioni on antibiotics readily available for the scientific worker. rhe material is well integratedl and presented, and though much ground is covered, the monograph is easy to read. It is adequately documented, the main references to published work being given at the end of each part, with a bibliography at the end of the book.
There is no index, but a glossary of medical terms is included, doubtless for the blenefit of the non-medical scientific worker.
The book should prove to be a useful addition to a departmental library and to post-graduate and senior students. IJI{E third edition of this useful )0ook has been completely rewritten, and the author-s are thus enabled to bring up to date their reviewv of all those laboratory tests vhich have pro.ved their value in diagnosis and treatment. Renal, hepatic, gastric, and pancreatic functional tests are discussed, and there are also sections on basal metabolic rate, carbohydrate, and mineral metabolism, and the cerebro-spinatl fluid. rhe portion of the book dealing wvith a description of technical methods is somewhat brief, being collecte(d in a-in appendix of only forty pages. It is not, however, the intention of the authors to. supplant the larger laboratory text-books, but rather to give a clear and critical account of those methods wvhich have provedl of most service to the clinician. In this the authors have succeeded most adlmirably, and the book can be wvarnly recommended to those for wvhom it is primarily intended-"the l)ractitioner, house-physician, and senior student. 1THE title of this volume must prove somewhat misleading to the average medical undergraduate in these islands, as the imiajor portion of the wvork belongs mor-e to the modus operatzdi of the postgraduate trainee in the speciality. In fact, some techniques described lie entirely within the scope, not merely of the established specialist, but of the expert.
Bearing this in mind, the book has much to commend it to the serious student in aneesthetics.
